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Zendaya swings 
into excitement 
in ‘Showman’ 


She trained “hardcore” as a trapeze artist 
in a taboo romance for the P.T.-Barnum- 
inspired movie musical. In Life 
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U.S., Iraq weigh military options 


American troops could stay even after ISIS 


Jim Michaels 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - The U.S. and Iraq 
have intensified talks to keep an Amer- 
ican military presence in the country af- 
ter the ouster of the Islamic State. 

Both countries want to avoid a repeat 
of 2011, when U.S. forces withdrew from 
Iraq after weakening al-Qaeda and driv- 
ing down violence in the country. Three 
years later, Iraq’s military collapsed in 
the face of an Islamic State invasion. 

The United States and Iraq have not 
determined the size and the composi- 
tion of the force, which could change 


over time, according to two U.S. officials 
who did not want to be identified 
because they were not authorized to 
discuss the talks publicly. 

The officials said the composition of 
the force would be determined by the 
Iraqi government. 

“It’s kind of like what we were look- 
ing to do after 2011,” said James Jeffrey, 
the U.S. ambassador to Iraq at the time 
who has followed developments closely. 

It’s not clear whether the United 
States will be able to avoid some of the 
political pitfalls in Baghdad that killed 
the agreement in 2011. 

Iran holds considerable political 
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Kurdish troops coordinated with the 
Iraqi government and American forces 
to drive Islamic State militants out 

of Iraqi villages. AP 


sway in Iraq. “The big issue is whether 
there will be pressure from Iranians for 
us to leave,” Jeffrey said. 

Jeffrey, an analyst at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, said the 
size of the force would probably be less 
than the 5,500 troops there now. 

The mission of any troop presence 
would be similar to what American 
troops do now: training Iraqi forces and 
helping with intelligence and surveil- 
lance, Jeffrey said. They are not in- 
volved in direct combat. 

The presence of U.S. advisers and 
other support would help stabilize the 
military and avoid the type of catastro- 
phe in 2014 when the Islamic State, or 
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Low-wage workers 
get a pay hike in 2018 


18 states and 20 cities will boost 
their minimum wage in the new year 


IN SPORTS 


Surprising Rams on 
verge of division title 


Club could earn its 
first playoff berth 
since 2004 season 


Quarterback 
Jared Goff 
MATT KARTOZIAN/USA TODAY SPORTS 


o" "8950502005" "s 


HOME DELIVERY 
1-800-872-0001, USATODAYSERVICE.COM 


USA SNAPSHOTS? 


ow, 
ae 


©COPYRIGHT 2017 
USA TODAY, 
A division of 
Gannett Co., Inc. 


of Americans 
are aware of 
the dangers 


of phishing, 
but nearly 


have fallen 
victim to this 
online scam. 


SOURCE DomainTools survey of 1,000 adults 
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Cars from an Amtrak train spilled from a bridge onto Interstate 5, smashing vehicles Monday in DuPont, Wash., south of 
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Seattle. The train was on its first run along a faster route to Portland, Ore. ELAINE THOMPSON/AP 


Train exceeded 80 mph 
in a 30-mph curve zone 


Rail cars flew off bridge, 
crushing vehicles below 


Josh Farley 
Mike James 

and Bart Jansen 
USA TODAY 


DUPONT, Wash. - An Amtrak train 
that derailed south of Seattle and 
killed at least three people was going 
more than 80 mph moments before it 


entered a curve where the recommend- 
ed speed tops out at 30 mph, Amtrak 
and state transportation figures show. 

The train’s speed and the posted 
speed limit probably will be key points 
for federal accident investigators, who 
are trying to determine why the train — 
on its inaugural run — flew off the rails 
and caused several rail cars to plunge off 
a bridge overpass and onto a traffic- 
clogged interstate. 

At least five vehicles on I-5 were 
struck by train cars tumbling down from 


the tracks, Pierce County Sheriff’s De- 
partment spokesman Ed Troyer said. 

“We have multiple fatals on the train, 
no fatals on the roadway,” Troyer said. 
Three people were confirmed dead. City 
of DuPont Fire Chief Larry Creekmore 
said more than 100 people were taken to 
hospitals for treatment. At least two 
people were in critical condition, and 11 
were seriously injured. 

Moments before the derailment the 
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When will we see tax bill’s benefits? 


Herb Jackson 
USA TODAY 


There’s no shortage of Republican 
optimism and Democratic pessimism 
about what is going to happen if, as all 
signs indicate, Congress sends Presi- 
dent Trump a sweeping tax bill this 
week and he signs it before heading to 
Florida for Christmas. 

Trump’s Council of Economic Ad- 
visers predicted the corporate tax 
changes would result in a $4,000 sala- 
ry increase for the average worker. 


Republicans on the House and Sen- 
ate committees that wrote the bill saida 
family of four with a median family in- 
come of $73,000 would get a tax cut of 
$2,059, at least through the end of 2025. 

If the bill is approved — the House is 
likely to vote on it Tuesday and the Sen- 
ate on Wednesday — how soon will peo- 
ple see the results? Like the tax code it- 
self, the answer is complicated. 


Paychecks 


Nearly all of the tax changes would 


take effect next year, which means the 
2017 tax return most people file in April 
— as well as payments in January for 
those who pay taxes quarterly — would 
follow the current tax code. 

But people may not have to wait until 
April 2019 to get a break if they’re due 
one. 

Most employees have income taxes 
withheld from their paychecks, and 
payroll departments base the amount 
withheld from each check on Internal 
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